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Questions Youth
Are Asking Today
Answered by IV ervyn Maxwell

EVIL THOUGHTS
Sometimes the most awful
thoughts come into my mind. I
wouldn't dare write them down on
paper to tell you about them. I
hate myself for them! I want to
be a Christian, and I like to think
I am a Christian. But how can I
be a Christian and have these evil
thoughts?

Have you ever noticed some of
the thoughts Jesus had on occasion? Satan once put into His mind
this terrible thought: If You will
fall down and worship me, I will
give You everything in all the kingdoms of the world. See Matthew
4:8, 9.
Just having evil thoughts enter
into our minds doesn't make us evil
necessarily. These thoughts come
to us from several sources such as
the people around us, our own untamed subconscious, and ( as in the
case of Jesus Christ) from Satan
himself. Have you ever heard the
expression, "The world, the flesh,
and the devil"?
An old Arabian proverb says that
you cannot keep the birds from flying over your heads, but you can
keep them from nesting in your
hair. It isn't a sin when an evil
thought enters your mind. It begins
to be a sin only when you realize
what you are doing and deliberately choose to go on thinking
about it.
Romans 12:21 gives excellent ad22

vice as to what to do to control this
problem: "Overcome evil with
good."
Have a stock of good
thoughts, good Bible promises,
good poems, and the like stored on
shelves in different rooms of your
mind. Then wherever you may be
in your mental wanderings when
an evil thought strikes you, you can
by faith grab one of these good
thoughts that you have tucked
away, and choose to let your mind
dwell on the good rather than on
the evil. The evil thought will then
never get beyond being a "temptation"; it will never get to the
place where it is a "sin."
INCONCEIVABLE IDEA
I am enclosing a pamphlet on
"The Lord's Day." It takes only a
few minutes to read, and I hope
you will approach it prayerfully
and humbly. I've thought about
you several times and prayed for
you.

I appreciate the kindness behind
your letter, and I have read the
pamphlet with great interest. It
makes two points, both of which
are impressive. The first is that
there is no clear proof in the New
Testament that Jesus changed the
Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday.
The paper says repeatedly that the
evidence points only to a "probability" that He did so. This is much
more fair and scholarly than some
treatments of the subject.

The second point your paper
makes is that mere probability has
become certainty because a nineteenth-century spokesman, believed to be a true prophet, has announced on Christ's behalf that
Sunday is indeed the Christian
Sabbath.
If the evidence is so clear, your
letter implies, why don't Seventhday Adventists accept it?
1. In Matthew 5 Jesus said,
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets. . . .
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law. . . . Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven." Verses
17-19.
2. Jesus has also warned us that
in the latter days false prophets
will come in His name teaching error: "There shall arise false christs,
and false prophets, and shall show
great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect." Matthew
24:24. Isaiah the prophet told us a
way to distinguish true from false
prophets: "To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Isaiah
8:20.
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

On second thought, don't you
think it is inconceivable that a true
prophet of Christ could ever tell us
that Christ had done something
(e.g., changed the law) when He
Himself said the opposite (i.e.,
that He would not change the law
so long as heaven and earth last )?
ENGAGED BUT AFRAID
I got engaged a few days ago.
He's really a wonderful guy, you
know, and my friends think I'm terribly lucky. But I'm scared. I guess
I've heard so much about how
many things can go wrong after
you're married, that I don't know
whether I'm doing the right thing
or not.

Once a bullet leaves the gun its
course cannot be changed by the
person who fired it; whether it will
hit the target or not is no longer
under his control. A guided missile, however, is very different. If it
is aimed off-target, the people who
launched it can subject it to repeated mid-course correction and
bring it to success.
That is, they can shift its direction and guide it to success if it's
a pretty good missile to begin with
and is aimed in approximately the
right direction.
If you and your wonderful guy
are reasonably suited to each other,
and if you are willing with God's
help to make an effort every day to
bring it to success, you will find
that your marriage will be much
more like a missile than a bullet.

means He provides their food; He
doesn't actually pick the food up
and pop it into their little bills.
If you are really studying hard,
there may be other things you can
also do to help yourself. Change
majors and get into courses more
naturally suited for you. Learn
something from animals. Squirrels,
for example, should try to climb
trees well, not try to fly like ducks!
How is your health? Perhaps
God knows you should eat properly
and not live on white bread and
pop, which lower the vitality of the
nerves of many young people. Perhaps He wants you to exercise regularly to send your blood pounding through your lungs and then
up into your brain loaded with
fresh oxygen.
PETS TO HEAVEN
I read somewhere that Mark
Twain once remarked that if he
couldn't take his dogs to heaven
with him then he wouldn't go himself. Pets have personality, sense
of humor, and minds so much like
people. They become another
member of the family with equal
rights. When a pet dies, the master is deeply hurt. My question is
one that I am sure many others
have asked of themselves when
they have lost a pet in death. Will
we ever see our pets again in the
next world? Will they, who seem
so much like human beings, also
be saved and be returned to their
masters?

God made our animal pets, and
God is the ultimate source of the
mutual affection which develops
I believe that God answers
between people and their pets. It
prayer. At least, He seems to anfollows that God, who sees the
swer prayers other people pray.
sparrow
fall ( Matthew 10:29-31),
Why doesn't He answer mine? I
shares
our
sorrow when our pets
prayed so very hard I'd get at least
die.
He
desires
to comfort us.
a "B" average on my last grade
But
if
God
is
going to resurrect
report, but I ended up with mostly
our
pets
at
the
second
coming and
"D's" again.
take them to heaven with us, the
Are you studying effectively? Are Bible nowhere informs us of the
you studying enough? If God gave fact. What the Bible says is, of
good grades for sloppy study hab- course, that Jesus died to save peoits, He would encourage you to be ple and that He will save those
sloppy! You wouldn't want God to who believe in Him. John 3:16.
do that!
The statement attributed to Mark
Although the Sermon on the Twain is unfortunate. What a pity
Mountain says that God feeds the that any man for whom Christ died
"fowls of the air," we know this would prefer death with his aniSTILL GETTING D'S
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mals above eternal life with the
Lord Jesus Christ who died for
him and who lives to bless him.
IS IT BETTER TO BE BAD?
When I attend youth fellowships,
I envy the kids who have freaked
out and been really bad. It seems
that they know Christ has saved
them because they can see the difference in themselves. They have a
real testimony. I've been brought
up a square all my life.

Some youth from Andrews University, where I teach, spent several
days in New York during Christmas vacation. I heard one of them
tell about how he went with a doctor to the home of a young husband
who was on an LSD trip. The wife
had called for help because he was
trying to kill the baby. When the
police arrived, he locked himself in
the bathroom. When they broke
down the door he actually tore his
eyes loose from their sockets to
keep from seeing them arrest him.
As I listened, I thanked God He
had kept me from ever wanting to
try drugs.
If it is a victory•when God saves
the older half of a person's life,
isn't it a double victory if He saves
the younger part as well? Being
kept from bad habits is surely better than having to overcome them.
Of course, we all have plenty to
thank God for. Think of the times
you have been self-centered, irritable, unconcerned, and uncommitted, when you should have been
a real Christian. If He has forgiven
you all of this and has given you
commitment and enthusiasm to do
His will, you have a lot going for
you that you can talk about.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
Would you like to ask Mervyn
Maxwell to help you find an answer? If so, send your question to
Mervyn Maxwell
"Signs of the Times"
1350 Villa Street
Mountain View, California 94040
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